
WESTERN CARTERET COUNTY/
EASTERN ONSLOW COUNTY 

VOTER GUIDE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 2021 

Compiled by cape Carteret Baptist church 

In compiling this Voter Guide, we emailed/mailed questionnaires to 

all candidates running for Town of Bogue Council, Town of Bogue 
Mayor, Town of Cape Carteret Commissioner, Town of Cedar Point 

Commissioner, Town of Emerald Isle Commissioner, Town of 
Emerald Isle Mayor, Town of Indian Beach Commissioner, Town of 

Newport Council, Town of Newport Mayor, Town of Peletier 
Commissioner, Town of Swansboro Commissioner, and Town of 

Swansboro Mayor to give the voters in our church family and 

community some information on which to base their voting 

decisions. 

The candidates that provided responses are included in this Voter 
Guide in alphabetical order for the position that they're running for. 

We hope that you find it helpful in selecting a candidate.  

May God bless you, your family, and our nation! 



Town of Cape Carteret Commissioner Candidate 
Steve Martin 

1. Why do you want to serve as a Cape Carteret Town Commissioner?

As an incumbent commissioner, I am grateful for the public’s trust.  I wholeheartedly

respect that responsibility and I take it very seriously.  I am running for office for one reason

– to continue to work for the people of this Town, helping to improve and enhance our

quality of life by making decisions that are grounded in moral values and conservative 

practices.   

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community.

I have been involved in our Town for many years. Most recently, as a Town Commissioner

the last four years. In doing so I have purposefully been accessible, open, and responsive to

all our citizens on their questions, concerns, and ideas. I make myself available to meet with

and listen to citizens at Town-sponsored events such as markets and festivals. I personally

spearheaded the original Special Events Committee to sponsor and promote more events

for our Town’s citizens to enjoy. I attend auxiliary board meetings and communicate

regularly with commissioners from surrounding towns in an effort to understand issues

facing our coastal region that may impact our Town.

3. What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the

County or State?

One priority facing our Town that outside money may be used for is our Town’s issue with

stormwater management and the infrastructure concerns that evolve from it such as

eroding streets and flooding yards and roads.

4. If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing

taxes?

 Support _________ Oppose _________ No Answer SEE BELOW

I do not anticipate a shortfall nor do I see a need for spending cuts to our current budget.  I

believe our Town’s tax base is solvent and if managed properly and conservatively, will

serve us well in providing quality services to our citizens.



Town of Cape Carteret Commissioner Candidate 
Charlie Morgan 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as a Cape Carteret Town Commissioner? 

I want to give something back to the town. 

 

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I am a local business owner & have coached youth sports. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 

My first priority would be to ensure that there were no strings attached. After that it would 

be to use it for the most important project not directly funded by current taxes. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support ____X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

It is important to differentiate between wants & needs. 

  



Town of Cape Carteret Commissioner Candidate 
John Ritchie 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as a Cape Carteret Town Commissioner? 

I want to serve the town I fell in love with back in 1984. Someone needs to stand up and 

deal with current issues and future problems. As a business man I feel I can help in that job. 

 

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I moved fulltime in 1989. I have been the one that got Western Community Rec Park built 

w/lights. I was also responsible for growing Seashore Soccer League. I was on planning 

board for 15+ years. I have been calling for a Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) for that 

long and have been saying growth is coming for 20 yrs. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 

Fix stormwater & out of date town roads that are in dire need of repair, fix drainage. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support ____X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

As a business man, there is a budget in place for a reason. We can not afford increasing 

taxes because of poor management. 

  



Town of Cape Carteret Commissioner Candidate 
Cameron Watts 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as a Cape Carteret Town Commissioner? 

My family and I really enjoy everything this town has to offer (boating, biking, low taxes, 

etc) and we could not imagine living anywhere else. I saw a need on the board of 

commissioners after repeatedly hearing about poor infrastructure in the town. As an 

engineer, I wanted to help our town.  

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I was appointed to the Town's Planning Board in February of 2021 and currently serve as 

cubmaster of the local Cub Scout Pack. Before having kids, I volunteered at the local 

elementary school to help with a robotics team. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 

Stormwater, stormwater, stormwater. Since filing for candidacy, I've attended each Board 

of Commissioner's meetings and stormwater has been the number one issue discussed 

during the public comment. This is what the people need, and this is what the people want. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support ____X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

This is extremely circumstantial, but raising taxes is always my last resort. I plan to treat 

our town's budget like I treat my personal budget, which is to not extend my expenses too 

close to my revenues. A town should have enough "wiggle" room in the budget tor a rainy 

day; I would rather support a spending cut first to see if the shortfall can be addressed 

there.   



Town of Cape Carteret Commissioner Candidate 
Sarah Wax 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as a Cape Carteret Town Commissioner? 

I want to serve our town residents. More and more families are moving to the area and we 

need representation on the board. At this month's board meeting, speed bumps were 

discussed, and families would like to have a vote on such important matters. I also have the 

leadership and inter-personal skills our board needs.  

 

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I’ve been on the town planning board since the spring of this year. Once I learned there 

would be three seats up for election, I knew I wanted to take a shot at it. Prior to this year, I 

finished my Army service in 2019, and we moved home months prior to COVID. We had a 

baby girl in 2020, so I've been at home focusing on my children these past two years. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 

Infrastructure. Our roads and flooding issues won't solve themselves. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support ____X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

I would support a spending cut ideally. If essential services like our police department were 

detrimentally affected, I would consider an increase in taxes. 

  



Town of Cedar Point Commissioner Candidate 
John Nash 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as a Cedar Point Town Commissioner? 

I believe residential growth must keep pace with commercial growth. My focus is to try to limit or 

mitigate the impact of commercial/industrial development that encroaches into new and existing 

neighborhoods.  Where possible, I will encourage commercial properties to shield outdoor storage 

or operations from public sight.  Where it is feasible, I will encourage residents of our 

unincorporated areas to join our Town to take advantage of Town Services such as scheduled trash 

pickup and debris removal.  I am committed to "revitalize" Cedar Point Boulevard and other public 

thoroughfares by supporting the removal of existing dilapidated or abandoned structures; and to 

order the cleanup of "public nuisance" properties or other "public eyesores".  

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I am committed to keep working in the best interests of Cedar Point. I have worked to better Cedar 

Point since moving into the town in December 2015.  

I have been appointed by Town Commissioners to serve as:  

Town Commissioner (2018- Present); Planning Board Chairman (2017-2018); Planning Board 

Member (2016-2017); Western Carteret Interlocal Cooperative Agency (ILA) Member; and, Eastern 

Carolina Council Member.  

I proposed and achieved a change in Cedar Point's government structure from Council/Mayor to 

Council/Manager. We now have Town Manager David Rief running daily operations; and a new 

Commissioner position to provide greater citizen representation. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the County or 

State? 

The Town of Cedar Point continues to apply for State of North Carolina grant support to fund: 

capital improvements at our Cedar Point Park and "Boathouse Creek Walking Trails". Our top 

priority is to construct an ADA accessible kayak launch at the mouth of Boathouse Creek, together 

with an ADA accessible walkway and parking area to support it.  

Carteret County provided a "one time" payment of $60,000 to the Town of Cedar Point to help 

offset the cost of purchasing the land for the Park. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing taxes? 

       Support _________ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

I am committed to promote a long term stable and sustainable revenue and tax base while keeping 

our combined tax rate one of the lowest in Carteret County and for similar sized towns in the State 

of North Carolina.  



Town of Emerald Isle Commissioner Candidate 
Mark Taylor 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as an Emerald Isle Town Commissioner? 

In my opinion a commissioner watches over our islands way of life and protects the way of life by 

managing the changes we face each day. One example, being that our population is growing by new 

neighbors buying homes to new businesses opening in Emerald Isle. They want to call Emerald Isle 

home. This brings growing problems that have to be managed with a family oriented mindset by our 

elected officials for our island and way of life. We have to keep in office elected officials that 

understand we are a family oriented beach and not a commercialized beach. As your commissioner I 

want to continue to protect this way of life for future generations. For example, during my recent 

tenure I supported and voted to purchase 30 acres of land on Emerald Isle. Instead of seeing 

townhomes being built on that land we created a beautiful park for citizens to enjoy. I also feel 

strongly about keeping our beaches clean and replenished with sand, protecting our waterways and 

water quality. We need to continue supporting our Emergency service departments and to insure 

their resources are being met to protect us. The last four years I have used my vote when called on 

to protect our family beach. I need your support and vote to keep our beach a family oriented 

beach. 

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

Five years ago a dream of mine was to create a family fun fishing tournament fundraiser. That 

dream has turned into a reality. These last three years I have been able to work with an amazing and 

talented group of volunteers. We created and built the Emerald Isle Fishing Tournament. So far this 

tournament has now given away six scholarships to some of our local high school graduates. Also, 

we have been able to give back $3000 to our town for local dredging . This helps to keep our 

waterways safe for boaters. We have created a family fun day of fishing . This tournament is open to 

all ages and different angler divisions. I am happy to report that just last month our tournament had 

a very successful benefit auction and tournament day that cleared $29,000 . This will continue to 

help give back this Spring to our local high schools for scholarships and for local dredging. It is such 

an amazing sight each time to see our community come together and step up to the plate and put 

its heart and soul in the tournament by contributing in so many ways.  I also have a small Auction 

company and I am always willing to volunteer my time for a worthy cause to help when needed for 

auctions. In the past I have worked with St. Jude Children's Hospital , the Masons and Big Rock 

Charities . I have also volunteered my time auctioneering for several other non profit charity 

organizations. I truly care and love this community and I want it to be around for future generations 

to enjoy. So my time, skills and resources as a volunteer are always available to worthy endeavors. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the County or 

State? 

My number one would be stormwater runoff. We need a way to keep the water from building up in 

our neighborhoods and streets. We hired an engineering firm to study this growing problem for us 

and I am very eager to see the recommendations from this report in the coming months. The next 

step will be to find the funding/grant to put this scientific study to work and to fix this problem. 
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4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing taxes? 

       Support ____X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

As long as spending cuts do not jeopardize our public safety: Fire, EMS, and Police. I will continue to 

strive, as I have been able to accomplish in the last four years, to work with the other Commissioners 

and Mayor to balance the budget and not raise taxes. That is one accomplishment that I am very proud 

of the last four years, a balanced budget with no tax increase. Two of our huge highlights in the last four 

years that normally would cause a tax increase were a new ladder truck for the fire department and a 

new ambulance for the EMS; all accomplished with no tax increase. 
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Town of Emerald Isle Commissioner Candidate 
Jeff Ward 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as an Emerald Isle Town Commissioner? 

I first visited Emerald Isle in the late 70's with my two brothers and parents. Back then there was 

nothing here except two piers, the Holiday Travel Park, and families. A lot has changed since then 

both in Emerald Isle and our world. I don't always believe that change and progress are the same, 

and I am running because I think it is important that the residents of this island have strong 

leadership and a voice, as decisions regarding future changes to our island are proposed. We are 

fortunate to have a very unique place to visit and live, and I believe it is important that we try to 

retain the identity of Emerald Isle, so that it continues to be a little piece of Heaven on Earth. I am 

not running for personal or political gain nor am I running for personal recognition. I am running for 

commissioner because I care about this island.  

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

My wife and I are proud members of Chapel by the Sea, and enjoy serving with our church family on 

a rotation basis at the Hope Mission soup kitchen, and at the yearly (until COVID) Emerald Isle Town 

Appreciation Luncheon sponsored by the Chapel. We have taught children's church during the 

Sunday service for years. 

Jason Holland, Matt Morel and I organized a fund raiser barbeque for Back Pack Kids (to help 

provide meals for school children at home) in 2020 during COVID. Also, I cook meals almost every 

Sunday evening and deliver them to folks on the island by bicycle. 

My veterinary office in Havelock has worked with Misplaced Mutts, an animal rescue group based in 

Beaufort, for several years providing services to rescued cats and dogs at a reduced cost. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the County or 

State? 

The Town received COVID related funds and was able to update its board room and purchase 

equipment. It also is my understanding that 5 million dollars remains to be spent for FEMA funds 

acquired due to Hurricane Florence. I believe that the purchase of a new fire truck, ambulance as well 

as pump(s) for storm water has been considered using these funds. If the Town were fortunate 

enough to have a "windfall" of money from the County or State, it might be wiser to hold it in reserve 

instead of spending it. Especially as the cost of doing business increases and the possibility of future 

budget shortfalls are real concerns. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing taxes? 

       Support _________ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

In the event of a budget shortfall, we either need to find ways to save money in certain areas and 

shuffle those savings to other areas within the Town hardest hit by a shortfall (combining EMS and 

the Fire Department has been mentioned in the past), find other sources of revenue (tax or fee 

increases), or reduction of services provided by the Town. Difficult questions like this one sometimes 

require tough answers. I don't make promises I can't keep, and I can't promise that a tax increase is 

not a possibility in order to offset the increase in the cost of doing business as inflation continues to 

rise. However, it would be my last resort.   



Town of Emerald Isle Mayor Candidate 
Jason Holland 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as the Emerald Isle Mayor? 

I believe that the mayor should serve as an ambassador of the town and its citizens. Servant 

leadership is key. I do my best to serve and support all that is Emerald Isle every day and I 

believe doing so at the mayoral level is next. 

 

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I spend as much time as possible engaging and interacting with residents and business 

owners in town. I host or participate in many charitable functions and fundraisers, and I 

strive to be first to the fight whenever there is a call to action. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 

I would prioritize windfall money towards key town needs such as storm water runoff 

management and natural disaster preparedness. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support ____X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

Unless critically necessary, I wouldn’t support an increase in taxes. I’m a fiscal conservative. 

   



Town of Emerald Isle Mayor Candidate 
Doug Starcke 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as the Emerald Isle Mayor? 

As the son of a commercial fisherman (dad) and a 30‐year Carteret County public‐school 
employee (mom), I am fortunate to have grown up in this one‐of‐a‐kind beach town since 
1983. 
Now raising a family of my own, I, like many of you, want our children to have the same 
privileges I did in this unique family‐friendly beach community. 
I’ve helped build two very successful businesses in this town. Recently selling one, I have 
positioned myself to dedicate my full‐time focus on Emerald Isle during this time of 
explosive growth. 

 
2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

 Carteret Community College – Board of Trustees – Nominated by Carteret County 

Commissioners 2021‐ present 

 Carteret Community College Foundation Board Member 2019‐2021 

 UNCW Board of Visitors 2016‐Present 

 Starcke Family Foundation Co‐Founder & Owner 2013‐Present (Donors for Carteret 

Health Care, NC Coastal Federation, Emerald Isle Ocean Oaks Park & Bicycle & 

Pedestrian Path, Carteret Community College, Camp Albemarle, Buddy Pelletier 

Foundation, St. Mildred’s Catholic Church, Carteret County Domestic Violence 

Program, Broad Street Clinic) 

 First Flight Solutions, A Transportation Impact Company Co‐Owner & Managing 

Partner 2008‐2020 

 South Swell Surf Shop Co‐Owner 2008‐Present 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 

As Mayor, I would suggest to the Board Of Commissioners to spend the money focusing on 
the completion of short‐term and long‐term stormwater projects to minimize the impact for 
all our residents. 
 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support _________ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

I would advocate for spend cutting over tax increases. 

   



Town of Indian Beach Commissioner Candidate 
Randall Taft Bentley 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as an Indian Beach Town Commissioner? 

Public service to my community as a Kentucky District Judge and City Attorney is part of my 
background. I am a permanent resident of Indian Beach, and this is my home. I want to 
help the town move forward in turbulent times. Public officials must do what is best for the 
community, its businesses and its visitors. With courage and determination, good things 
are possible.  

 
2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I have resided here for three years, always keeping in touch with what the Board of 

Commissioners is doing. I attended the 2021-22 Budget Retreat for better information. I 

understand the importance of our abundant resources---people and geography. Our 

beaches and our natural surroundings must be preserved and protected. Our working 

citizens support us; our retired citizens inspire us. I talk with people every day to impart 

information and to encourage participation in local government. I am active in my 

subdivision Home Owners Association, and my wife is an adult education teacher. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 

Windfall money is always a temptation to spend before careful consideration. Input from 

the community is needed to establish sensible spending priorities. Setting aside a reserve 

fund for the unexpected is never a bad idea. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support _________ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

A budget shortfall usually occurs because spending has been too optimistic. A tax cut is 

always an option; a tax increase is always a burden to those on a fixed income. Critical 

services should be maintained; the proper balance is the question.   



Town of Newport Council Candidate 
Rhonda Shinn 

 
1. Why do you want to serve on the Newport Town Council? 

Newport is growing! I want to be part of planning, marketing & strategizing the responsible 

growth of our town and be the voice of the people that live here.  I am knowledgeable on 

town issues and have been working with the current council since being appointed in March 

2021. 

 

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

I have lived in Newport most of my adult life. I have raised three children in Newport. My 

husband and I have renovated two historic homes in the town, one belonging to William 

Bell & currently Dr. Manly Mason’s home. I was on the Newport Planning Board prior to 

being appointed to town council & I’m also a member of the Newport Recreation Board. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 
 

We have several priorities in Newport. We are concentrating on water & sewer upgrades & 

technology upgrades. The state has guidelines on how money can be spent. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support ___X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

I would absolutely look for areas to cut as long as they don’t impact critical needs. A tax 

increase is always a last resort. 



Town of Swansboro Commissioner Candidate 
Pat Turner 

 
1. Why do you want to serve as a Swansboro Town Commissioner? 

I want to continue to serve as a Swansboro Commissioner because I have served for the 

past 8 years and want to continue to serve the citizens.  I have a passion for the Town of 

Swansboro and the citizens since moving here in 1992.  I have lived in Michigan, Alaska, 

Staten Island and the Philippines but once I moved to Swansboro I knew this was the Town I 

wanted to raise my children and make it my forever home.  I want to be actively involved in 

the Town my children, grandchildren, and I call home. 

 

2. Tell us about your personal involvement in our community. 

While my children attended Swansboro schools I served on the school advisory board, 

coached my boys recreational teams in basketball and baseball, was active in Boy Scouts 

and the High School Band Program.  I served on the Swansboro Planning Board as 

Chairperson for 14 years and currently serve as a Swansboro Commissioner (8 Years) and 

currently serve on the Board of Directors for ONWASA. 

 

3.  What would be your number one priority for spending “windfall” money sent from the 

County or State? 
 

Swansboro is in need of an Emergency Operations Center (EOC) that will withstand major 

hurricanes so I would spend any windfall money on the EOC as well as sidewalks and 

bikepaths as well as preserving our Historic District. 

 

4.  If faced with a budget shortfall, would you support a spending cut rather than increasing 

taxes? 

       Support ___X_____ Oppose _________ No Answer __________ 

 

I definitely would support a spending cut rather than raise taxes. 

 




